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somewhat more detailed description of these fulminate of mercury
capsules. Professor Will, the eminent German research worker
in explosives, said in 1904 in the course of a lecture on the develop-
ment of the science of explosives : " This invention, whereby the
fulminate of mercury is used as a detonating charge for nitro-
glycerine and guncotton (and we could mention a whole series of
other materials as well), so that their explosive energy is released
at will, has repeatedly been characterised as constituting the
greatest advance in the field of explosives since the discovery of
gunpowder. But for this invention it would not be possible to use
these substances for explosive purposes at all, while it is also due
entirely to this invention that we have been able to discover and
exploit the explosive properties of a whole series of other
substances."

In the popular mind, Alfred Nobel is esteemed as the discoverer
of dynamite ; but in actual fact his invention of explosive capsules
and detonating charges for high explosives should be ranked in
importance, both from the purely inventive standpoint and from
the point of view of its technical importance and significance,
decisively above the invention of dynamite.